
 
 
 Script and Talking Points for Legislative Meetings 
 
I. Introductions – the Team leader will introduce him/herself and who the group is – “we are students 
from the private nonprofit sector of higher education visiting the Capitol today to discuss Cal Grants” - 
and allow for self-introductions by group members (name, institution, year-in-school, and major). 
 
II. Thank them - (Student 1) “Thank you for supporting students like us; California students who need 
financial assistance to attend college. We are all Cal Grant recipients and appreciate the State’s 
investment in us.” 
 
III. Talk about the program’s benefits and link them to your personal stories (Student, 2, 3,4) – 
“The Cal Grant program helps low-income California students attend the college or university that best 
fits the academic and financial needs of students, regardless if the college is public or private. The 
ability for low-income students to choose where to use the award is an important part of the Cal Grant 
program. 
 
Low-income students depend on every dollar to make college possible. The Cal Grant award is an 
important piece of our financial aid package. In addition to substantial grants we receive from our 
university, we also depend on federal aid, work, and loans.”  
 
Questions to consider in telling your story: 
• Tell them about your family and your financial situation – why do you need financial assistance? 

Are you a first generation college student? 
• Why did you choose a private, nonprofit institution? (e.g. it’s your dream school; you wanted to stay 

close to home; they had the major or program you wanted; you learn better in smaller classes and 
wanted to know your faculty; you needed options - the public colleges and universities denied 
admissions or didn’t have capacity in the program you wanted; you received a better financial aid 
package at your institution, etc.). 

• What are your successes or highpoints of your college experience thus far (e.g. will graduate in four 
years; participated in student government, athletics, internship or a program of high interest; you 
have career options)? 

• Share your plans after graduation, especially if you plan to stay in California and your community. 
 

IV. Cal Grant Funding (Student 5) – “Unfortunately, Cal Grants for students attending the private 
nonprofit sector has been a target for cuts over the last three years. The maximum award has not 
increased since 2000 and has been cut a number of times since then. The award amount is scheduled to 
decrease by 11% or over $1,000 in the 2017-18 budget. The Cal Grant award for students like us is the 
only proposed cut in the Cal Grant program.” THIS IS WRONG to treat California financially needy 
students differently. [The award is set to be reduced from the current $9,084 to $8,056] 
 
• The 11% cut would reset the award to what students like us received over 15 years ago! This would 

be the third cut in four years to the award [award was reduced by 5% in 2012 and 2% in 2013]. It 
will severely limit choice and access for low-income students who wish to attend the private 
nonprofit sector.  
 



	 2	

• Students like us, who receive a Cal Grant, and choose to attend a private nonprofit college or 
university in the State actually SAVE the state money. The California Legislative Analyst’s Office 
(LAO) has consistently found that that reducing the maximum award for AICCU Cal Grant students 
could result in greater costs to the state if students decide to enroll in a UC or CSU rather than a 
nonprofit institution. The state’s investment in a Cal Grant student at a private nonprofit university, 
such as myself, is substantially lower than if I were to attend a UC or CSU for a baccalaureate 
degree (point to leave piece).  

 
V.  The ASK (Student 6) – “We understand the state has many competing interests for funding. We 
hope that repealing the 11% Cal Grant cut can be one of your budget priorities. We will be 
professionals and California taxpayers - investing in students like us will be key to the State’s 
prosperity! 
 
“We also ask you to support a restoration of the Cal Grant back to pre-cut levels: $9,708. The cuts were 
started in 2012 to save the state money. With the economy having recovered and the state seeing its 
largest budget ever, now is the time to reinvest in Cal Grant students. This is a small investment by the 
state now that will benefit the state and its economy in the future. (Please take note on your feedback 
sheet if they want more information and we will follow-up) 
 
VI. Closing (Team Leader) – we appreciate the time you gave us today and thank you for your support 
as the Legislature begins deliberating the budget.  
 
• Invite the Legislature to visit your college or university. 
• Provide the leave piece and your student profiles. 
• Ask to take a photo with the Legislator. 
• Ask for a business card of the legislator or staff member in the meeting so you can write a thank you 

email or note. 
 
Additional Talking Points/Messages: 
 
• Cal Grants serve a diverse set of students and is an effective outreach program - As you can see on 

the handout (see leave piece), AICCU Cal Grant students are extremely diverse and a significant 
percentage are historically underrepresented in higher education.   
 

• Cal Grants have also proven to be effective in getting students into college and out in a timely 
manner (see leave piece). 62% of AICCU Cal Grant students graduate in four years, compared to an 
overall average four-year graduation rate of 53%. This is on par with UC's overall four-year 
graduation rate and is higher than the 15% rate at CSU. 
 

• Cal Grants is a partnership between the state and colleges and universities, institutions cannot do it 
alone - The state is targeting students with high financial need with the Cal Grant program. It’s 
imperative that the state maintains its role in this public-private partnership to provide higher 
education access particularly in a time when student demand exceeds capacity at the State’s public 
institutions. In the private nonprofit sector, approximately 30% of our students receive Pell Grants 
and 18% receive Cal Grants. 63% of our Cal Grant students are first generation college-going 
students. 

 
• It is a misconception that the colleges and universities we attend have the resources to continue to 

make-up the loss of state funds.  
 
 


